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A MuIJmoda1study on Humor Factors¨ ■a Case study of
The Big Bang Theory

HaoⅡⅡng Lan

schoo1ofFOrc瑭 n LangLlages,Yan斟 ze Norma1Unlv· ers⒈y,Chon。oq血g408100,China

Abstract:With a number ofAmcricall sit-coms are ellJoying an lllcrcasing pop△ llanty aroulld the wor1d,lots of studies havc

been done on hoW the1anguage is uscd in Amcrican sit-coms to reahzc tlle lltunor from linguistic or1iterat1】 re perspective,

whch o hmitcdto hLlmo$invol访 ng on1y language Butpcop1c arc bccoming morc and mo∞ auzarc that it is far f1· om cnough to

on1y take wOrds in sit-coms into consideration wllen taking about hulnor factors in sit-coms,`严

`idi thc remarkablc dcve1opmentofthe rnulti-media and coiuplItcr tcohnology the tlriving multhnodal discowse analysis since1990s has bccome a hotissuc in

the hng“ st忆 stL】dy

T削ong thc sccond episode from The Big Bang Theory’ s season(Dnc as an cxalllp1c,the Fnu1thnodal discoursc analysis on the si←

∞m willbe done h such hv,o respects“ words and bod灯 cxpressions” alld℃ic咖es alld bac迦”mds0皿 d”
This smdy reaches曲c expect骊on.ⅡⅢmgh伍 e casc st△ Idy of tlle nlmic山 scolIrse Thc B螅 Bang ThCo91it is fo0nd伍 at tlae
theory of multimodal discovrse an缸 ysis provides the audiences、vith a nc、 v pcrspecuve of appreciaung thC Amencan s⒒ c̄oms

” rcnecti吧 tllc ro℃ of modali伍邻 other thal11an驷 agc in山 sclosing tllc lamalos of the sit~∞ m and u1timatcl,/dev孜 es theL
apprccia住 on levcl on hulnor factors in Anacncan sit-coms

Κ

"叩
ords:Muhmodal(i1iscow∞ analys蜕 AmeⅡ can⒍ t钅oms;Hulnor血 ctor%Thc Ⅱg Bang‰oly

1. Introduction

Humor rcfcrs to a quaIity in something thatrnakes you1augh,fOr example in a situation,in somcohe’ s、vords or action,or

h a book or nlm.(L。 ngman Advanocd American D屺ton缸 y∶ 709)Generally,humoris conveycd in tem of1anguagc,other

written or spokcn。 scholars have done a1ot ofstudics on humor in literat△ lrc、Vorks from thc vcrbal perspective Besides,iⅡ

our daⅡy lifc,humor alw· ays GOmcs along with fom of1anguage.But diferent peop1e have diferent colnprehension tOwards

the languagc due to diferent cultura1backgrounds.somctimes、 ve nnd it hard to undcrstand a verba1hu1norin daⅡ y1ife if

wc haven’ t acquired relevant background infoⅡ nation,When we talk to other peop1e in dai1y life,a11the canoed info∏ natIoⅡ

in the language is decply illnuenccd by culmre。 VVhen、ve talk,wc are actua11y deⅡ vering the cult△ lI· e rooted in our rnind。 so
the author supposcs that humorin daⅡ y life1anguage is rncrcly suitable for a certain group ofpeople、vho has had associatd

cultural know1cdge,

Nou/adays,witll a laumber ofAm葫 can⒍←coms are o吣 oyhg an hcreasmgpopulanty around Jle wodd,1otsofstud∝ havc

donc On the htmors in these s怔 coms.Butrnost ofthc currcnt smdcs arc On kⅪ Hhe1anguagc血 丿A如ag吐 can si仁 coms re峦Ⅱzcs tbe

nlorin thcm,whch arc also￡ om a vcI·bal perspcc住 ve,o1Ⅱ y s讧切ue for cert缸 n grollp ofpcople硒 i伍 ccrtam α扯w斑 backgrOLmd~

peoplc are becomng more and lnore awarc that⒒ o far tom ellollgllto take omy words血 s⒒-coms mto consⅡ∞a伍on when

汕out hLmor factors h⒍ 卜coms。

‰ vi呜 血伍e1990s,muhmodal dscoursc refers to tllose山 sco“ cs that gen∝ a∞ the mtega伍 ve meamg through the i

a面on of枷o orlmore se血 otic1nc,des ofconlmLIlucε1tio11,for example,langllagc,dynamc and s1泛 廴ti“⒊说su斑 血1鸭锵,arch∞cme
three-d讧nensional obJects h the reakn ofnk沈 eoal Ⅱved-h spaoe,electromc1neda,nhn and pmt.

So ths thcsis attelnp“ to uulize the mu1山 ⒛dal dscourse analys“ to smψ  the humor factorsi11the popdar Am(∷ rican
The B螗 Bang Theory so that mom people can ob1冫1jLr1humor饥ω咚 h⒒ more(】 i1r‘己凼 ~
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2.Theore岱αd FraIllework
△泳 chapt甲 血仍nds to present the tllcOretlcal k洫eMr。rk血Ⅱc伽snh屺 由sc。ur∞ 、acomb血耐on ofm弥浓碰 m。dal血 cs alld

咖 t meanmgs·

2.1 ClasoⅢ caJon of毗 rent⒈江odaⅡJes iⅡ sit△Coms
⒉1.1Mod汕印 Forms h⒊仁Coms

Asis haOwn,the n腼 c山 sc。 l】 rse is a combina吐 on of山】△冫℃llt mc,咖ties Whioh fη compasses not on1y1anguage or hngmsuc text

but龃so vlsual血 1ages,soulld and music,so th狨 thc llLlmor血 alV s怔 com canⅡ s110Wnt。 au山 ence h an all~romd way.Gencrally
spc舶鸭,the vanous modalh。s can bc c1assnCd hω 铷四 categoncs,llallac蜕 the呐s涮 modal血es alld thc孔 dJvc modalⅡes.Ihe
nlah modali⒍ es adoptc-hthc s⒒ ~com arethc访 sual modal血es which血 dudethe mageand wo咄.The pmclpa1clen1mts h imagcs
are“ghmess,color and Ⅱ钇n,whilc the maIn elclnents h wo咄 are s立%∞lor and thc typcs ofwq凼 .Ihc accomp洫cd modaⅡ″
throughol】 t Jle slt com o uF act。rs9costImcs,and b∞咖 w⒗ ∞md ofthc蚯t~com,as wcllasthe tonc and nme shce伍 eIV s怔
∞ m be1ollgs to the句m血 c mu血∞ dal dlscOLIrse,⒒ 怂 concemed w洫 not αⅡy the multIple mmiotIc sy眵 ms,but also preser1ts to
the访ewσ thet咖跏 血 盹帆 ofmod龃血es血 呐sua1and a△lduve scnse.Ihcrefore,thc t咖 跏 血 reprcsm忸住on ofthc血 te箩ation of
血 hmt modal血 es心 presc1|ted h the fo11owi鸭 descnpuon of伍 e thcsis.Thc descnpdoll必 illustrated血 tlle follo漩鸭 ngure。 (苑林
碉木,201o∶ 43)
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F咱酗 1Modality Fonlls(张德禄,200⒐ 犭)

2.1.2Re【 aσoⅡs"pfamongDmhmnt M。 d峦ⅡⅡes

⒒芯an easy task to das岣 咖 ous m涮 i饭es mto呐sual fo~and au沁龟foms,but thc rel洫 o洫Ⅱ etwecnthem o notso
easy to℃ 呐 ~叨⒃ foremo萌伽鸭

∷∞砸 °n伍吧 Lls before lnovmg to ule rel洫 olls蛔,beween nlodalⅢ es o that why m呲血 odalhcs
are adoptedbyh-an-be灿 歹血 he cOIlllnI】 mCaion.⒒ oprobablyulatb。 th。fthemmake cm"犰始sto the cxp1ma伍 on,butthe mam
aIlswer Ⅱes h ule latter onc血 Inost cases,that o,the strcngthenmbc,complemα 吨 co"曲mdon ofothcr mo曲Ⅱ住es when omy one
mo曲lψ 钿 kω 洫 ∞l岫 the孤痂 n。。Jute∞nlmuluc乱os。
Based on the explan荻 oIl汕ove,the rel洫oIl血Φ beween Ⅲ hmtm捌 碰屺s can be dass⒗ed血⒗ bvo categmes,nazne蜕 the

∞mplementary∞ 1洫m蛳 and Jae non~∞mp⒗mcntary rel洫
"曲Ⅱ
.The complcmentary rcl洫ons吣 refers to伍c complcment and

血∞呼饨讪呜 ofother nlo咖伍cs仍 the面唾m1Illo猁廴 Non-complemcntary re囱 №n蛳 mCaIls any d洫 ons吣 except忱∞扯
plemenWrel洫oIl岫〔张德禄 ,⒛ 0⒐ %)h thes怔 ∞m Thc Ⅱg Bang η∞弘 thc rel龃 oIls妫冫be枷CCnvanous modalⅡ钥 bdongs
to the∞ mplementaw r(^1ations吣 whch can be arther d、ided hω  the strcllgthenmg relation血 Φ and nola血eF、g”11C妯鸭 rcla吐ion-

蚋 ~ThC s恫 I軎h骊吨 rcl耐ons吣·r出鹉 to the饥tthat one modal灯 ∞mes as the1ea山 吧 modality fonms硫 伍 other modal血 cs
playmg伍es铋αu血α血名 roles for the l∞洫 喀lmo山山饥 WhIc the non siengthenmg rel洫 onslψ rcfers to the L血 spensbIe presencc
ofvanous m猁猕狁%for mstamcc,ule c。 mb血伍on Jthe咄ual nl唧灯 and aud凼℃modal灯 血 the血cm1涨德禄 ,2o⒚ “ )
Thc说sm1modali″ and钒d血ve modality are b1cnded together to conab。 ￡蚰 cly make omm犰 ωst。 the血抬gauvc meanmg ofthe
濒蚋 h伍es怔com,⒍“mise⒒ o血voss姒 e for曲 ea1喊ences to ngure。 ut whatthe rcpresα 1ted m血oΦants h曲 c picturcs ofthc
s泗om arc础炖 曲 out,let alonc1呷 den吏andLng somc lInconlInon but叩 arkJ吨 huno⒈

2.2The∵Ⅱ晌饪y咖 of月旧Ⅱ
"℃
Ⅱt VⅠod耐住es血 the F伽

There are nve呐呐。us ll。∶i11flJ(j11:;ofmodes ofhumorous mtc田 aum血 the nh丘c dsc。urse The B瑭 Bang Theory.
‰ 触 tmo扎 心the⒒Ⅱogadon b咖em wo诃sand bodˇ cmres⒍。n⒏
The se∞ nd lnode谂 ule血e箩龃on beh,cen plc酞然 and ba次驷⒇ms。Ⅲ d。

h ncxt chaptcI。 ule hunlor杌仍rsinAmeⅡcan s怔 coms wi11be ilhstrated犰m these above枷 0aspects h(l(冫t泛1ils, :

翩 F蝴 癞 锴 F蝴
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3,ACase study ofThe Big Bang Theory
冂r1)is chap姒 碰 1ltake thc second∞ 怂ode σ ‰ 饨 Bang Theory’ s seas∞ Oneas m example b Mher∷ exp碰 hunor factors
h妣 ,乏 ,j11〗 flj0〖11:;to conduct犭 1:)1∶

ε1(;11ical ml,111;i1ε 【]J￡)dal analys0onthc nh屺 (j1iscollrse Ille B瑭 Bang‰ ory ilom1,vl`1t〉∷aspeC‘ m‘:,【11;ioned ij【 l
p“》沈ous chapter respec住、℃Iy to p“≯汀de aproofforreaders to由 gest诋 hunor饥tos more deep廴

3.1TⅡe加“gra住on bemeen wo■刂s and bodi圩 express0ns             ∷
%enrstm。de o the血∞g龃onbeOeenwOrds andbodlyexpressom.AsaaVpr。gram,avery山蚰⑽山e feame ofthe s怔 ∞m

is that"can oferthe a1Id1ic^口 uDe(劝仞血c and exact movements ofroIes,causmg humor uylme曲 ate驭 Lcannotbethoroughlydes函 bed
by wOrds,nei山∝ But h⒍←coms,this hmnor恕 den血饴ly nl。 re mderstandable to耐 ewers together讷i伍 wOrds.

Here`an example ilhstratio△ aRer seeing伍 c mess h R刈 呼、ap洫 ent d岫 ng伍e漉” me when Mη 扣εthe sparedoorto
her,she1don can△ fa11as℃cp at血ght,for he has a∞ mpulsive need to sort,org狙 ize and label,KnOwh呜 Pcmy飞 apartment is in
chaos,he∞ mesto hcr aparment at血 ght.h血s scellc,sheldon is do吨 血 aighte凵吨 叩 by c1camgandorganIzmg WⅢ e Pemy
o sleep扭鸡.Thanks to J血 Parsons’ 曲 ⒗ n ac血呜,sheldon d⒑ ws asα忆s ofwag萤sh bomˇ m。vements d山血g the proc“s,at
Which伍e⒛喊ence bwst血ω laughter mclst。 The author believes that if伍 es¤Hes ofbo山1y exprcs山 Ⅺs arc expressed h∷ 1⒒eranre
wOrk and曲灯 1ife only血 wOrds,they couIdu`be so hum0Ⅱ stic rthe rcaders or ule1iste11ers can△ understand the language,or
1ack ofhn咖住on.                  '

3.2The】Ⅱ臼1彐△HEoⅡ betweeⅡ p山“ures and backgrouⅡ d souⅡd
Ihe second nlode of血 抬g田uon沁 bemeen picuIres and backgromd somd阢 ⒇ethe IV s怔 com bdongs to the dynaluic
md咖 dscourse,⒒ o concerned wi伍 notρdythemdΦlcsθ血o饪c sy哎elns,but also presents to the碗∞℃Hhc凼狂w屺 naturc
of涮腼 es h vmaland洫 饥 sense.some洫s,⒃md丽ll produce a pro-ent hunorto龃 lthe human b讪 嘤 .

Here o an examp⒗ mⅡ妞“。n∶ m uⅡ s scene,Leonard knows that he and sheldon’ s bre湘L呜 mto Pemy’ s apartment扯 血ght to
do some cleanmg has d酬eased her very much,so he∞ mes ovcrto apo1ogizc。 Aaer1ist骊 吨 to hs apology Ic仗叱 Pcmy勤 rgives
脉 血sbehave and纽 vc h血 a hug,whcll dclights Leonard.Aacr Pemy closesthe door,he四 es back to hs ap缸 侄nen11o曲鸭 back
at Penny’ s and slluⅡng so that not conscious ofhis apartment’ s loGked doo⒈ And】hen a11ofa sudden‘ %angr’ he、hts the doo⒈ Thc
s【,undoftllc hitti11差∶door totaIly co11扛 孙ts wi伍 Leonard ctIrrcnthappymood,m洳 llg him1ook血⒛cent alad stupid atthat缸Ⅱ,which
makcs a1Ⅱmous resultin the s⒒-com to Fnost huna11behgs。

4. Conclu⒍ oⅡ
W诋 the md血nodal扯 scourse analysis ta1‘ ;the theoretic斑 fomd汕 on,this tllesis a血 yzes how the humor o convcycd h tlle

血 com△he盹 Ban。o Thc唧 olltWo tonts。 F“t,洫 thes峦 oⅡ渤北 to shed new Ⅱght on thc analyso ofthc Amα 忆an sitˉ coms by
∞ncm姒汕吧 on otlaer modd血 ∝ h them bcsides曲 e verb龃 m⒐ second,血s tllesis“∞ b毗 up tlae denc始 ∞yby w凼嚣 tm山鸭
the n妯屺 (91i凹ow∞ comprehensir、 严cly so thatthe readers can Luderstand how· thc di」 f】iξ冫1fent ki」 r1ds ofmodali1ties bdsterdlc humor efect
1n sitˉco“ .

脚 m泳血g龃 dIese analys峦 ,伽s thcs心 cm的沅℃s to汕 ch血g thc tlleory of mult血 odal dscourse an时阝诒,Cnl盯昏ng the
app1忆舶on oftlle mddmodal山 scowse analys心 to tlle redization ofthe llunaor h s怔 coms o伍 er tllall αⅡy to h嘤

"“

妃 smdy猫 wc11
灬 facⅢ切血呜 a bctter apprco洫σn forthc a巛Ⅱenccs on thc⒍ t讠0m The B瑭 Ballg ThCαy
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